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Nebraska

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, drug trafficking, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics 1

Ø Population: 1,729,180 (July 2002 estimate); 1,711,263 (2000 Census)
Ø Race/Ethnicity (2000 Census): 87.3% white; 3.9% black/African American; 0.8%

American Indian/Alaska Native; 1.3% Asian; 0.0% Native Hawaiian/other Pacific
Islander; 1.0% two or more races; 0.1% other; 5.5% Hispanic/Latino (of any race)

Politics
Ø Governor: Mike Johanns 2

Ø Lt. Governor: Dave Heineman3

Ø Attorney General: Jon Bruning4

Ø Secretary of State: John Gale5

Ø U.S. Senate: Chuck Hagel (R), Ben Nelson (D)6

Ø U.S. House of Representatives (Districts 1-3): Doug Bereuter, Lee Terry, Tom
Osborne 7

Ø Capital: Lincoln8

Programs/Initiatives
Ø High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA)9

Designated in 1996, the Midwest HIDTA addresses the problems of methamphet-
amine use, production, and trafficking in a six-state region consisting of counties in
Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota and South Dakota. In Nebraska, the
Midwest HIDTA is responsible for the following counties: Dakota, Dawson, Douglas,
Hall, Lancaster, Sarpy, Madison, Dodge, Gage, Jefferson, Platte, and Scott’s Bluff.

Federal Funding
Ø Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantees in Nebraska:10

• FY 2002: $100,000 to the Substance Abuse Action Team Prevention Coalition,
Lincoln

• FY 2001: $83,965 to the Nebraska Community Foundation/People United for
Families, Nebraska City

• FY 2000: no grantees
• FY 1999: $96,016 to Westside Community Schools, Omaha
• FY 1998: no grantees

Ø Executive Office for Weed and Seed11

Omaha is the only site in Nebraska that has been officially recognized as a Federal
Weed and Seed site.

Ø FY 2001/2002 Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) Formula and Discretionary Grant summary for Nebraska:12

• Formula Funding: $10,612,632
§ Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant - $7,885,645
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§ Community Mental Health Services Block Grant - $2,042,087
§ Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness (PATH) - $300,000
§ Protection and Advocacy Formula Grant - $384,900

• Discretionary Funding: $6,842,069
§ Mental Health - $3,869,445
§ Substance Prevention - $2,972,624
§ Substance Abuse Treatment - $0

• Total Mental Health Funds: $6,596,432
• Total Substance Abuse Funds: $10,858,269
• Total Funds for Nebraska: $17,454,701

Ø FY 2002 Byrne Formula Grant Program amount awarded to Nebraska: $3,749,47313

Ø FY 2002 Office of Justice Programs Drug Court Grant amount received in
Nebraska:14

• $499,550 to the Central Nebraska Drug Court, Grand Island (for drug court
implementation)

Ø FY 1996-2002 Residential Substance Abuse Treatment (RSAT) for State Prisoners
Formula Grant amount allocated to Nebraska:15

• FY 1996: $153178
• FY 1997: $177,120
• FY 1998: $380,713
• FY 1999: $368,245
• FY 2000: $368,588
• FY 2001: $365,465
• FY 2002: $414,311

Ø FY 2002 Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) Methamphet-
amine Grant recipient in Nebraska:16

• $222,222 awarded to the City of Bellevue
Ø There were no Nebraska recipients of the FY 2001 Housing and Urban Development

Drug Elimination Grants.17

Crime and Drug-Related Crime
Ø During 2001, the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) reported making 172

arrests for drug violations in Nebraska.18

Number of DEA Drug Arrests, Nebraska, 1997-2001
Year Arrests
1997 288
1998 145
1999 188
2000 278
2001 172

Ø Thefts of anhydrous ammonia increased 500 percent in Nebraska during 2001.19

Ø The Nebraska State Patrol Crime Laboratory reported a 300% increase in cases
involving clandestine laboratories in 2001.20
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Ø In Nebraska during 2001, there were 10,363 arrests for drug abuse violations reported
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Of those arrested for drug violations,
approximately 1,322 were under the age of 18.21

Number of Arrests, Select Offenses, Nebraska, 2001
Offense Under 18 Total
Murder/non-negligent manslaughter 0 45
Forcible rape 11 145
Robbery 70 268
Aggravated assault 106 807
Burglary 274 874
Larceny/theft 3,218 8,578
Motor vehicle theft 204 464
Arson 80 120
Drug abuse violations 1,322 10,363
Driving under the influence 350 10,636
Liquor laws 2,166 11,319

Ø Data collected from Omaha adult arrestees in 2001 indicate that 69.1% of adult male
and 64.1% of adult female arrestees tested positive for an illegal drug at arrest.22

Percent of Adult Arrestees Testing Positive for Drugs, Omaha, 2001
Drug Type Males Females
Cocaine 20.3% 28.2%
Opiates 3.4 7.7
Marijuana 55.8 35.9
Methamphetamine 15.6 10.3
PCP 0.0 0.0
Any of the above drugs 69.1 64.1
Multiple drugs 22.6 15.4

Ø Over fifty percent (55.1%) of adult male arrestees reported using marijuana in the
past year. Among the male arrestees who reported past year use of marijuana, the
average number of days the substance was used in the past month was 12.1 days.23

Past Drug Use, Adult Male Arrestees, Omaha, 2001

Use
Crack

Cocaine
Powder
Cocaine

Mari-
juana

Meth-
amphet. Opiates

Past 7 days 7.8% 2.3% 45.6% 12.5% 0.3%
Past 30 days 9.1% 3.8% 48.6% 14.5% 0.3%
Past year 10.7% 6.7% 55.1% 16.5% 0.9%
Avg. # of days used in month 8.8 3.6 12.1 11.4 17.3

Ø Approximately 43% of adult female arrestees reported using marijuana in the past
year. They used the substance an average of 11 days within the past month. 24
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Past Drug Use, Adult Female Arrestees, Omaha, 2001

Use
Crack

Cocaine
Powder
Cocaine

Mari-
juana

Meth-
amphet. Opiates

Past 7 days 17.0% 1.9% 10.5% 7.5% 0.0%
Past 30 days 17.0% 1.9% 39.6% 9.4% 1.9%
Past year 17.0% 7.5% 43.4% 11.3% 1.9%
Avg. # of days used in month 11.1 12.0 11.0 3.4 20.8

Ø In Omaha during 1999, 61.5% of the 449 male arrestees sampled and 62.2% of the 90
female arrestees sampled tested positive for drug use at the time of their arrest.25

Ø 94.7% of the females arrested for drug offenses tested positive for drug use at the
time of their arrest.26

Percent Positive for Drugs, by Drug and Offense Type, Omaha, 1999
Type of
Offense

Cocaine
    M            F

Marijuana
   M            F

Meth.
    M            F

Any Drug
   M              F

Violent 20.8 13.3 50.9 46.7 6.9 0.0 57.9 60.0
Property 27.7 40.9 49.2 40.9 6.2 9.1 63.1 68.2
Drug 38.2 57.9 61.8 52.6 18.2 31.6 78.2 94.7
   Sales 42.9 -- 85.7 -- 28.6 -- 85.7 --
   Possession 39.2 57.9 60.8 52.6 17.6 31.6 78.4 94.7
Other 18.6 28.6 53.0 23.8 7.7 7.1 62.3 50.0

Drugs
Ø Cocaine

Cocaine is available at the wholesale and retail level throughout Nebraska. Crack
cocaine is a serious problem in Nebraska’s large urban centers.27

Ø Heroin
Heroin is not considered a drug of choice in Nebraska.28

Ø Marijuana
Marijuana is the most prevalent illicit drug in Nebraska. In 2000, Nebraska
Legislative Bill 273 was passed allowing for the legal production of industrial hemp
having no more than 3/10th of one percent THC.29

Ø Methamphetamine
Methamphetamine is the major drug of concern for law enforcement in Nebraska and
is available in almost every city and town in the state. Most of the methamphetamine
available in Nebraska is from the southwest border states. However, methamphet-
amine produced locally is also readily available in many areas.30

Ø Club Drugs
The popularity of club drugs is increasing in Nebraska.31

Ø Other Drugs
The abuse of stimulants, depressants, hallucinogens, anabolic steroids and illegally
diverted pharmaceuticals is much less prevalent in Nebraska than the abuse of
traditional illicit drugs.32
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Juveniles
Ø Approximately 21.1% of 9th graders, 15.3% of 10th graders, 19.1% of 11th graders,

and 12.2% of 12th graders surveyed in Nebraska in 2001 reported that they have been
offered, sold, or given an illegal drug on school property within the past year.33

Ø Approximately 35% of Nebraska high school students surveyed in 2001 reported that
they have used marijuana at least once during their lifetimes.34

Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, by Gender, Nebraska, 2001
Female Male Total

Lifetime marijuana use 33.9% 35.6% 34.7%
Current marijuana use 18.2 18.9 18.5
Lifetime cocaine use 4.8 5.6 5.3
Current cocaine use 1.4 2.7 2.1
Lifetime inhalant use 11.2 10.2 10.7
Current inhalant use 2.2 2.5 2.3
Lifetime heroin use 1.0 1.8 1.4
Lifetime methamphetamine use 5.6 5.7 5.7
Lifetime illegal steroid use 2.1 3.2 2.6
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 0.9 1.4 1.1
Tried marijuana before age 13 4.6 6.9 5.8

Ø Approximately 41% of Nebraska high school seniors reported using marijuana at
least once during their lifetimes.35

Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, by Grade, Nebraska, 2001
Drug Type and Use 9th 10th 11th 12th
Lifetime marijuana use 26.0% 29.3% 42.5% 40.9%
Current marijuana use 14.5 16.5 24.2 18.7
Lifetime cocaine use 3.7 3.8 6.9 6.3
Current cocaine use 1.6 2.2 2.3 2.0
Lifetime inhalant use 12.6 9.9 12.0 8.0
Current inhalant use 3.9 2.6 1.7 1.1
Lifetime heroin use 1.4 1.4 1.9 0.9
Lifetime methamphetamine use 3.8 3.1 8.4 7.2
Lifetime illegal steroid use 4.1 1.7 2.5 2.2
Lifetime injecting illegal drug use 1.4 1.2 1.5 0.4
Tried marijuana before age 13 6.9 5.5 6.1 4.6

Enforcement
Ø Midwest HIDTA Initiatives in Nebraska:36

• Tri-State, Souix City Task Force: a co-located, multi-agency task force with
officers from Nebraska, Iowa, and South Dakota law enforcement agencies who
collaborate to target the importation, manufacture, and distribution of metham-
phetamine within the region.
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• The following task forces enhance and provide direct support to the anti-meth-
amphetamine efforts within their respective areas:
§ Metropolitan Task Force, Omaha
§ Tri-City Task Force, Grand Island area
§ Lincoln-Lancaster Task Force, Lincoln
§ WING Drug and Violent Crime Task Force, Nebraska Panhandle area
§ III Corp Drug and Violent Crime Task Force, Dodge County

Ø Metro Drug Task Force37

The purpose of this task force is to stop illegal drugs and contraband from entering
and leaving Nebraska. This task force has made numerous arrests and seizures
throughout Nebraska. In addition to the Nebraska arrests, the Metro Drug Task Force
has also aided in arrests outside of the State as a result of coordination between this
task force and other State and Federal law enforcement agencies around the country.

Ø As of October 31, 2001, there were 4,532 full-time law enforcement employees in
Nebraska (3,300 officers and 1,232 civilian employees).38

Trafficking and Seizures
Ø Nebraska serves as a transshipment state for Mexican methamphetamine. Interstate

80 provides traffickers with easy west to east access across the state.39

Ø Hispanic trafficking organizations are flooding most Nebraska Hispanic communities
with methamphetamine from the southern border region of the United States.40

Ø The trafficking of cocaine is predominantly controlled by Hispanic trafficking
organizations and is transported via car, parcel package and body carriers from
Mexico via El Paso, Texas.41

Ø At the wholesale level, Mexican drug organizations control the trafficking of
marijuana produced outside of the state. At the retail level, marijuana distribution is
controlled by independent dealers, outlaw motorcycle gangs, street gangs, Native
American, and Mexican groups.42

Ø Drug trafficking organizations in Nebraska have been receiving multi-hundred to
thousand dosage units of MDMA from Florida and Arizona.43

Ø During 2001, Federal agencies seized more than 400 kilograms of marijuana and
cocaine in Nebraska.44

Amount of Drugs Seized by Federal Agencies, Nebraska, 2001
Drug Type Amount Seized (in kilograms)
Cocaine 429.7
Heroin 0
Methamphetamine 48.3
Marijuana 437.7

Ø The DEA and State and local authorities seized 213 methamphetamine labs in
Nebraska during 2001. In 1996, one methamphetamine lab was reported seized in
Nebraska.45
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Methamphetamine Labs Seized, Nebraska, 1996-2001
Year Labs Seized
1996 1
1997 1
1998 10
1999 16
2000 40
2001 213

Ø In 2001, a total of 80 cultivated marijuana plants were eradicated in Nebraska under
the DEA’s Domestic Cannabis Eradication/Suppression Program.46

Number of Marijuana Plants Eradicated and Seized, Nebraska, 2001
Outdoor Operations

                          Cultivated
         Plots               Plants
   Eradicated       Eradicated

Indoor Operations

      Grows               Plants
      Seized            Eradicated

Total
Plants

Eradicated
2 15 5 65 80

Ø During 2000, investigations initiated by Nebraska State Patrol Troopers resulted in
the following seizures (in approximate amounts):47

• 6,000 pounds of marijuana
• 250 pounds of cocaine
• 54 pounds of methamphetamine
• numerous cash seizures

Courts
Ø Drug Courts48

As of January 8, 2003, there were ten drug courts in existence or being planned in
Nebraska. One drug court has been in existence for more than two years, seven drug
courts were recently implemented and two drug courts were being planned.

Ø During FY 2001, approximately 60% of the Federally-sentenced defendants in
Nebraska had committed drug offenses. The majority of the drug offenses (66.3%)
involved methamphetamine.49

Federal Sentencing Statistics, Drug Offenses, Nebraska, FY 2001
Drug Type Involved Offenses % of Total
Methamphetamine 185 66.3%
Crack cocaine 46 16.5
Marijuana 29 10.4
Powder cocaine 18 6.5
Heroin 1 0.4
Other 0 0
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Corrections
Ø On December 30, 2002, there were 3,995 inmates within Nebraska Department of

Correctional Services (DCS) facilities. One year earlier, there were 3,883 inmates.50

Ø During FY 2002, drug offenses were reported as the most serious offense by 26.8% of
those admitted to prison. Drug offenses were reported as the most serious offense by
27.5% of those released from prison in FY 2002.51

Ø During the third quarter of 2002, approximately 1.38% of the Nebraska inmates who
were randomly tested for drugs tested positive.52

Drug Testing Results, Nebraska, 2000-3rd Quarter 2002
Prison Parole

2000 Average 7.06% 12.43%
2001 Average 5.07 10.43
3rd quarter 2002 1.38 9.7

Ø There were 619 adults on parole in Nebraska on December 30, 2002.53

Ø Of the offenders on parole in Nebraska during FY 2002, approximately 30.2% (211
individuals) of them were drug offenders.54

Ø Approximately 36.5% of the offenders released from parole in FY 2002 were drug
offenders.55

Ø Drugs were reported as the reason for parole revocation in 101 of the Nebraska
revocation cases in FY 2002.56

Reason for Parole Revocation, Nebraska, FY 2002
Reason Number Percent
Drugs 101 44.1%
Alcohol 27 11.8
Both 16 7.0
Neither 85 37.1
Total 229 100.0

Ø Substance abuse treatment programs available through DCS:57

• Residential Treatment Services: These programs focus on a 12-Step based
substance abuse education, recovery, and relapse prevention treatment program in
conjunction with an additional emphasis on criminal attitudes and behaviors.

• Substance Abuse Treatment Outpatient Programs (SATOP): These programs
address the needs of inmates during the course of their sentences who, due to the
nature of their sentences, or due to the nature of their problems, are not eligible
for treatment services in the residential treatment programs.

• Community Re-Integration: This program helps inmates returning to society by
providing common treatment language and the tools that will help them succeed.

Consequences of Use
Ø During 2001, pregnant women used illicit drugs in 261 cases in Nebraska,

representing 1.1% of the total births in the state.58
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Illicit Drugs Used During Pregnancy, Nebraska, 2001
Drug Used # of Users % of Total Births
Drug type unknown 20 0.1
Cocaine 53 0.2
Marijuana/LSD/hashish 156 0.6
Salicylates 0 -
Opiates/related narcotics 1 0.0
Amphetamines/crank 21 0.1
Barbiturates 4 0.0
Tranquilizers 0 -
Other 58 0.2
Total illicit users 261* 1.1
* This figure does not equal the number of drugs used due to the indication of multiple drugs listed on
some birth certificates.

Ø During 2000, medical examiners (ME) in the Omaha area reported 62 drug abuse
deaths. Marijuana was mentioned in 18 of the deaths.59

Number of Drug Mentions Reported by ME, Omaha Area*, 1996-2000
Drug Type 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
Alcohol-in-combination 10 20 15 16 18
Cocaine 10 9 14 4 11
Heroin/morphine 2 3 3 2 2
Marijuana 11 18 12 16 18
Amphetamines 3 4 5 3 7
Methamphetamine 3 7 5 3 7
Club drugs -- -- -- -- --
Hallucinogens -- -- -- -- --
Inhalants -- -- 1 -- --
Narcotic analgesics 11 13 21 13 33
Other analgesics 9 8 8 8 12
Benzodiazepines 3 6 14 8 11
Antidepressants 22 14 12 18 17
All other substances 18 9 29 18 39
Total drug deaths 38 45 44 42 62
Total drug mentions 102 111 139 109 175
* From 1996-1999, Cass, Douglas, Sarpy, and Washington County in Nebraska and Pottawattamie County
in Iowa all provided data to DAWN. In 2000, Douglas, Sarpy, and Washington County were the only areas
that provided data.

Treatment
Ø In 2001, there were 9,063 admissions to drug/alcohol treatment in Nebraska.60 There

were 8,547 treatment admissions in 2000.61 During 1999, there were 7,263
admissions to treatment.62



ONDCP Clearinghouse 11

Number of Admissions to Treatment, Nebraska, 1999-2001

Drug Type
1999

#             %
2000

#              %
2001

#              %
Alcohol only 3,103 42.7 3,551 41.5 3,408 37.6
Alc. w/ second. drug 1,831 25.2 1,754 20.5 1,647 18.2
Cocaine – smoked 345 4.8 642 7.5 612 6.8
Cocaine – other route 167 2.3 152 1.8 145 1.6
Marijuana 696 9.6 684 8.0 862 9.5
Heroin 19 0.3 12 0.1 11 0.1
Other opiates 45 0.6 47 0.5 71 0.8
PCP -- 0.0 -- 0.0 -- 0.0
Hallucinogens 9 0.1 5 0.1 10 0.1
Amphetamines 511 7.0 902 10.6 1,294 14.3
Other stimulants 4 0.1 7 0.1 8 0.1
Tranquilizers 7 0.1 6 0.1 9 0.1
Sedatives 11 0.2 13 0.2 19 0.2
Inhalants 2 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0
Other/none specified 513 7.1 771 9.0 966 10.7
Total 7,263 100.0 8,547 100.0 9,063 100.0

Ø Substance Abuse Treatment Task Force63

In 1999, the Nebraska Legislature passed legislation requiring the Governor to create
the Substance Abuse Treatment Task Force to examine the adult and juvenile
offenders’ need for and access to substance abuse treatment. The initial task force
report from January 2000 found that:
• 25-40% of adult arrestees and 65-85% of incarcerated adult offenders needed

substance abuse treatment, compared to 7% of the general Nebraska adult
population

• 30-40% of juvenile arrestees and 65-80% of juvenile offenders in youth
rehabilitation and treatment programs at Geneva and Kearney facilities needed
substance abuse treatment, compared to 5% of the general juvenile population.

Since the January 2000 report, substantial progress has been made on approximately
66% of the recommendations made by the task force in their report.
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